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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-98. (Canceled) 

99. (Currently amended) A method of predicting survival outcome of an individual suffering from 
severe -mild congestive heart failure, wherein severe -mild congestive heart failure is defined as 
NYHA class III - IVT -II. said method comprising: 

a) determining as a first marker a level of Big ET - I (1 - 38) in th e individual; and 

b) d e t e rmining as a s e cond mark e r a l e v e l of N -proANP (1-98) in the individual. 

b) determining as a second marker a level of BNP. N-proBNP or Big ET-1 (1-38) 
in the individual : 

c) comparing the level of the first and second markers to cutoff levels of these 
markers in age matched normal individuals, said cut-off levels distinguishing between high, 
intermediate and low survival rate due to cardiovascular cause, 

wherein likelihood of death from cardiovascular cause is greatest when said individual has first 
and second marker levels that are both greater than a first cutoff level for the first marker and a 
second cutoff level for the second marker, likelihood of death from cardiovascular cause is least 
when said individual has first and second marker levels that are both less than the first and second 
cutoff levels, and likelihood of death from cardiovascular cause is intermediate when said 
individual has the first marker level greater than the first cutoff level and the second marker level 
less than the second cutoff level or the first marker level less than the first cutoff level and the 
second marker level greater than the second cutoff level, wherein the cutoff level of Big ET-I ( I- 
»8)4s-ab out 2.4- 5 . 0 f old a-n ermal level for Big ET - I (1 - 38), th e cuto ff levek^N-proAKP (1-98) 
is about 3.3 1 . 1 1.7-3.3 fold a normal level for N-proANP (l-98)-and, the cutoff level of BNP or 
N-proBNP N proANP (68 98) fragment is about 8.5 10.8 1.3-7 fold a normal level for BNP or N- 
pr oBNP NproANP46«-Qmmgffla^ and the cutoff level of Big ET-I 0-38) is about 1.6-2.4 fold 
a normal level for Big ET-I (1-38) . 
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100. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein said cutofiF l e v e l of Big -ET-j-(j- 
g^ the second marker is BNP and the cutoff level is about 3.5 - 5.0 2.6-7 fold a normal level for Big 




101. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein said cutofiF level of Big ET-1 (1-38) 
is about 44^2 fold a normal level for Big ET-I (1-38). 

102. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein said cutoflflevel of N-proANP (1-98) 
is about ^L9 fold a normal level for N-proANP (1-98). 

103. (Canceled) 

104. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of Big ET - I (1 - 38) 
and e ith e r N -proANP (1-98) is above the cutofiF level and said level of BNP is below the cutofiF 
level by IRMA assay or said level of N -proANP (681-98) fragm e nt is below the cutofiF level and 
said level of BNP is above the cutofiF level by IRMA assa y ar e both b e low th e cutofiF l e v e l , the 
individual's 5075% survival estimate for death from cardiovascular cause is at l e ast about 45-70 
months. 

105. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of Big ET - I (1 - 38)N - 
proANP 0-98) and cither N proANP (I 98 B NP or N proANP (68 98) fragment are both below 
the cutoff level, the individual's 5075% survival outcom e estimate for death by cardiovascular 

cause is at least about 75-91 months. 

106. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) 
is above the cutoff level and said level of BNP by IRMA assay is above the cutoflf level B ig ET-I 

and cither N proANP (1 98) or N pro. 4^^ff-f6&-9mFagmeat- ^ both below the cutoflf 
le¥el, the individual's 5075% survival outcome estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is at 
leas^about 9j-42 months. 
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107. (Currently amended) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) 
is above the cutoff level and said level of BNP by RJA is below the cutoff level Big ET-I (1-38) 
and cith e r N - proANP (1 98) or N proANP (68 98) fi-agmcnt arc both higher than the cutoff l o v c l , 
the individual's #075% survival outcom e estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is about &S59 
months. 

108. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proAKP (1-98) is above the 
cutoff level and said level of BNP by RIA is above the cutoff level, the individual's 75% survival 
estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is about 35 months. 

109. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) is below the 

cutoff level and said level of Big ET-1 is below the cutoff level, the individual's 75% survival 
estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is at least 91 months. 

1 10 (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) is above the 
cutoff level and said level of Big ET-1 is below the cutoff level or said level of N-proANP (1-98) 

is below the cutoff level and said level of Big ET-1 is above the cutoff level, the individual's 75% 
survival estimate for death from cardiovascular cause is about 41 months. 

111. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) is above the 
cutoff level and said level of Big ET-1 is above the cutoff level, the individual's 75% survival 
estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is 40 months. 

1 12. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) is below the 
cutoff level and said level of Big ET-1 is below the cutoff level, the individual's 75% survival 
estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is at least about 91 months. 

113. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) is below the 
cutoff level and said level of N-proBNP is below the cutoff level, the individual's 75% survival 
estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is at least about 91 months. 
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114. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proAKP (1-98) is above the 
cutoff level and said level of N-proBNP is below the cutoff level or said level of N-proANP (1- 
98) is below the cutoff level and said level of N-proBNP is above the cutoff level, the individual's 
75% survival estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is about 50 months. 

115. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein when said level of N-proANP (1-98) is above the 
cutoff level and said level of N-proBNP is above the cutoff level, the individual's 75% survival 
estimate for death by cardiovascular cause is about 40 months. 

116. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein the second marker is BNP and the cutoff level is 
4.4-5.7 fold a normal level for BNP. 

117. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein the second marker is N-proBNP and the cutoff 
level is 1.3-1.8 fold the normal level for N-proBNP. 

118. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein the second marker is Big ET-1 (1-38). 
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